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Egypt still a dependency.
Egypt is in name an independent country, but in fact
she is not. She is a British dependency, which, of course, is
exactly what England intends her to be.
Chapter I, Article i of the Egyptian constitution says :
'Egypt is a self-governing, independent country. Her
sovereign rights are indivisible and inalienable. She has
representative government under an hereditary sovereign.'
This constitution was not, however, drafted to meet
the wishes of the Egyptian people, it was designed to suit
England. If the country was really independent, ail the power
would not be in the hands of the Higher Council, the members
of which are nominated by England. The King is a puppet
set up by the British Government, not a sovereign chosen
by the people. And last, but not least, British troops are
stationed in Egypt to overawe the people should occasion
arise.
Egypt has representative government and a Parliament
of two Houses. But the wishes of the people as expressed by
the Diet are not carried out. England does not allow them
to be reflected in the actions of the Government.
The party of the Wafd, for instance, led by Zaghul
Pasha, has an absolute majority in the Diet, but England
takes no notice of it and turns out any Cabinet formed by it.
In June 1930 the election law was revised and the will
of the people was made still more ineffective. Sixty members
of the Upper House are in the appointment of the King, who
can summon or close the Diet as he pleases. As this King is
nothing more than a British puppet, the meaning of the elec-
toral law is obvious enough.
The Egyptians are a fighting race.
Shortly after the end of the Great War I spent about a
month in Port Said. It was just at the time when the inde-
pendence movement had begun in earnest. I had many
opportunities of talking to Egyptians and Arabs and of hear-
ing their views. I was much astonished to find how eager
they were for independence and how well disposed to us
Japanese as fellow Asiatics.
The Egyptians are fighters, like the Arabs: they look
bold and fearless. If well led, they would make fine troops.
The present standing Army has a strength of 12,500, apart